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, and some have

greatness thrust upon them

Some achieve greatness

- William Shakespeare
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Dhokeshwar Caves of Takali Dhokeshwar
Dhokeshwar Mahadeva Temple -

Dhokeshwar Mahadeva temple is located around 2-3 kms from village Takali in Ahmednagar
district. The temple is located on a hillock and has been carved out in a vace. One has to climb several
stone steps to reach the top. The cave has a fortification around it, possibly built in the 18-19th
century. The cave itself is said to have been built sometime in the 5-6th century AD. The temple is
dedicated to Lord Shiva and its walls are adorned with beautiful sculpting of Shiva, Parvati, Ganesh
and other celestial beings, besides motifs and animal figurines.

The Gabhara is a room housing the Shivalinga and has a dark passageway (circumambulatory)
around it. There are tow huge dwarpal sculptures at the two sides of the door frame of the gabhara
which immediately catch the eye.
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There is a Nandi idol situated on the right hand side of the passage, besides the main Nandi statue in
the antarala. There are two carved stone slabs which resemble a veergal (hero stone) There is a
medieval deepamala outside the cave and is a latter addition. One also notices an empty vihara like
room in a cave just above the main cave, besides a water cistern alongside. On the way down, there is
a stone structure which is an abandoned medieval age temple. It houses some Shivalingas. Also
scattered arovnd are some carved stones, besides a shilalekh.
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Potholes in Kukadi River at Nighoj

Nighoj is famous for Malganga
Temple and Pot Holes in Kukadi River. The
Nighoj Kund is much more famous for Pot
Holes . The big pot like shapes made in rock at
Nighoj. They are also called as Kund. Kund
are the gigantic Potholes which are supposed
to be the largest in Asia according geologists.
Lot of People from all over world come to see
this miracle of god. Most of the people from
Nighoj are now working in Mumbai with the
fisheries Business. There is one river nearby
Nighoj called Pushpawati. Nighoj is situated
in Parner Taluka(Ahmednagar. Maharashtra.
India). Nighoj is 70 km From Pune and near
the Shirur. The river Kukdi that Hows by
Nighoj village in Maharashtra has shaped up
beautiful potholes in the riverbed that have
fascinated geologists. The villagers, though,
don't understand what the fuss is about
EVERY year on Janmashtami, Nighoj village
indulges in a little ritual. Over six lakh
devotees pour into Nighoj, a village 75
kilometres from Pune in Ahmednagar district,
to witness a "miracle". At the stroke of
midnight, villagers claim, an earthen pot
filled with water emerges from the main well
in the village, the pot is put on display for
three days and after a grand procession, it's
immersed into the well so that it rises again
the next year. Everyone here vouches for the
miracle, saying nobody dares question
goddess Malganga. But the goddess herself
would have seen bigger miracles— like the
small gorges the river Kukdi, a tributary of the
Bhima river, has formed over the years. The
river, which flows by the village, takes a

semi-circular turn less than 50 metres behind
the temple, throwing up swirls and water
currents that beat relentlessly against the hard
basalt rockbed. The river has done this for
countless years, giving rise to one of the most
fascinating vignettes of geology in the
Deccan plateau --beautiful rock formations
and several potholes formed by the water
flowing through the stone. The potholes —
spread over three kilometres with an average
depth of over 100 feet — give the basin the
look of a canyon. "This is a geographical
phenomenon where the pebbles that are
carried by the river get locked in the cracks
developed in the basalt rock riverbed. These
pebbles, which rotate due to the water current,
form pot shaped cavities in the basalt rock.
This is what you see in Nighoj. The process is
spread over thousands of years. Faith, the
villagers say, can move mountains, so what's
a river? They don't think much of the
potholes. saying goddess Malganga is above
everything else. They say they don't
understand why geologists, foreign
researchers and photographers who
frequently visit their village head straight to
the riverbed, rather than visit the temple. Last
year, a team of researchers from National
Geographic had visited Nighoj to study the
potholes as well as to study the birds in the
area. In 1997. Citizen magazine had reported
about the potholes.

Miss. Ashwini Rokade

S.Y.B.Sc.
)\_’ x‘i.f:@-\';::

Dept. of Botany
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Water Resources in Parner Taluka

Parner taluka is a taluka in
Ahmednagar district in the state
of Maharashtra, India. The climate of

Parner is moderate, with wvariations in
temperature ranging between 16 °C and 35
°C. Parner is served by the Maharashtra State
Road Transport Corporation. The nearest
railway station is Ahmednagar, about 40
kilometers away.

Nighoj, Jamgoan, Hivre Korda,
Sawargaon, Kasare, Devibhoyare, Parner,
Tikhol, Pimpalgaon Rotha, Karegaon,
Goregaon, Pimpri Jalsen, Takali
Dhokeshwar, Ralegan Siddhi, Shahajapur,
Karjule Hareshwar, kalewdi, Randhe,
Darodi, Lonimavala, Babulwade,
Dhawalpuri, Wadgaon Savtal, Kanhur Pathar,
Kakanewadi, Kinhi, Wesdare, Nandur Pathar,
Katalwedha, Padali, Kamatwadi, Walavne,
Punewadi, Supe, Pimpri Gawali, Alkuti,
Hanga, Rui-chhtrapati, Shirapur, Panoli, etc.
are a few of the notable villages of Parner
Taluka.

Nighoj is a village in Ahmednagar District,
Maharashtra, India. It is about 90 kilometres
away from Pune. The majority of the
population in Nighoj is Hindu. But also there
are few Muslims. There are several temples in
the village. One of these temples, the
Malaganga temple, is located on the bank of
the gorge on the old river-bed itself'"" and
considered very auspicious. Every year there
1s a yatra of malaganga devi around 10 lac
devotees come for pay their homage. There's
a barav situated in the middle of nighoj this
barav known for their hemadpanthi structure.
It is famous for the naturally created potholes

9

(tinajas) on the riverbed of the Kukadi
River.E xperts from all over the world come
here every year to study the phenomenon of
their formation. Tinaja is a term originating in
the American Southwest for surface pockets
(depressions) formed in bedrock that occur
below waterfalls, are carved out by spring
flow or seepage, or are caused by sand and
gravel scouring in intermittent streams
(arroyos). Tinajas are an important source of
surface water storage in arid
environments.These relatively rare
landforms are important ecologically,
because they support unique plant
communities and provide important services
to terrestrial wildlife. Geologists indicate that
formerly there was greater rainfall in this area
and that the Kukadi River flowed out from the
highlands with such force that scouring of the
bedrock took place and resulted in the
formation of these potholes and the gorge.
Kukdi River is a river of Maharashtra, India, a
tributary of the Ghod River. Several notable
temples lie on its banks including the
Vigneshwara Temple, Ozar and Malanga
Devi temple. The Yedgaon Dam dams the
river, creating an artificial lake. During the
months when it is visible, the riverbed is
considered to be a wonder of nature,
characterized by rock erosion from water
movement and gorges that are gouged with
large potholes. Folk tales abound about the
river.”’ The river valley is characterized by
grape vineyards. The Kukadi, originating in
the Western Ghats, is an easterly flowing
tributary of the Ghod.” The source of the
river lies in the Western Ghats near
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Naneghat."’ The river passes to the north of Junnarand is situated outside Nighoj, near a road to
Shirur.”" The Kukadi's tributaries include the Dimbhe, Manikdoh, Pimplegaon Joge, Wadaj, and

Yedgaon.” The river rises in the Western Ghat's high rainfall zone where the annual rainfall is
greater than 4,000 millimetres.

Kukadi L.B. Canal Project:

In 1900, the Kukadi L.B. Canal Project conducted a survey to ascertain whether the Ghod River
supply could be combined with the Kukadi to supply the famine area of Sholapur. The low-level
rising contour, started from Kem, Maharashtra in the previous year, was continued and completed
up to the Kukadi River. A canal line was also aligned from that river up to the Ghod River. Three
more contours were run for the NirgudsarTank on the latter river, and an alternative dam site was
examined at Sakora. The surveys, difficult and extensive, indicated that the Ghod water could be
made available for the famine districts."”’

KukadiIrrigation Project:

The Kukadi Irrigation Project is a program underway by the Maharashtra Krishna Valley
Development Corporation. Approved in 1968, it is almost complete, with the remaining work on
some of the distributory systems still in process. It includes five storage dams across the five
tributaries; viz. Yedgaon Dam, Manikdoh Dam, Dimbhe Dam, Wadaj Dam and Pimpalgaon Joge
Dam.

Dams in Parner taluka by specifications:

The Table below list dams of Parner taluka of Ahmednagar district in the Indian state of
Maharashtra by their specifications.

Designed
1l Reservoir
Hame of Yaar Height  Length V: i A Gross Storage s Effective Storage P ¥ Spiliway .
& ¢ River ¢ Location # Type $ ¢ $  content Gimmstty 1t Capachty (10°m) rpose Capahty
Dam Completad (m} {m) (10°m¥) apacity { ) (10%m) g
L o Ir et
Tiktwd Dam 975 Walu Thehizd TE 18.53 e 2230 64 1700 Irriggal-on e
g Dam 1978 Harga Fanga TE 1544 3 135 1350 a00 13490 Irrgaton 017
T 1979 Palasti  Palast TE 14.03 660 1060 28 850 Imigation 682
Can
e 1878 Mandohol  Mandohol TE arar T8 420 11300 189.57 a7ad Irngation 17420
Zan
ki -’,
g 1990 Gopal il TE 07T am R 1250 % 1970 Irigatan 365
o b Ganga  Cnatrapati
-l
s 194" e onimgva  TE 1 258 d 1380 16 830 lrvigat an ki)
Jaer Mailar -
Dbk Bam 1951 Kalu Dnaki TE 1733 a7 9203 1270 ] 1243 Irreggation (K

Tikhol Dam is an earth-fill dam on Kalu river in Tikhol village in Parner taluka of Ahmednagar
district of state of Maharashtra in India.

Hanga Dam is an earth-fill dam on Hanga river in Hanga village in Parner taluka of Ahmednagar
district of state of Maharashtra in India.

Palashi Dam is an earth-fill dam on Palashi river in Palashi village in Parner taluka of
Ahmednagar district of state of Maharashtra in India.
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Mandohol Dam is an earth-fill dam on Mandohol River in Karjule
Parner talukain Ahmednagar districtof state of Maharashtra in India.

Rui Chatrapati Dam is an earth-fill dam on Gopal Ganga river in Rui Chatrapati village in
Parner talukaof Ahmednagar districtof state of Maharashtra in India.

Lonimavla Dam is an earth-fill dam in Lonimawala village in Parner taluka of Ahmednagar
district of state of Maharashtra in India.

Dhoki Dam is an earth-fill dam on Kalu river in Dhoki village in Parner taluka of Ahmednagar
district of state of Maharashtra in India.

Hareshwar village of

Durga Suhas Raykar

(B.A.,MLISC, SET, NET)

(Librarian, Shri Dhokeshwar College)
(Department of Library & Information Science)

Religious Places in Parner Taluka

Parner i1s a historic town in
ahmednagar district .It is the headquarters
town for Parner taluka.Parner was named
after Rishi Parashar, whose son maharshi Ved
Vyas wrote famous epic " Mahabharat".
Takali Dhokeshwar is one of the biggest
village in Parner taluka on the National
llaghway (Mumbai - Vishakhapattanam NH
222). Takli Dhokeshwar is also famous for
Lord Shiva temple near Dhoki, Nagar road.
It's Very huge and beautiful temple of Lord
Shiva. Villagers said that it was built by
pandavas in their vanvas kal in one night only
near Kalu River.

The majority of the population in
Takali Dhokeshwar is Hindu. But also there
are few Muslims. There are several temples in
the village as Banai Devi Mandir, Datta
Mandir, Hanuman Mandir Bet Wasti, Takali

Dhokeshwar, Hanuman Mandir Bet Wasti,
Takali Dhokeshwar, Lord Shiva Temple,
Malaganga Mandir, Muktai, Bhausaheb
Mabharaj temple, Shree Dhokeshwar Temple,
Shri Bhairavnath Mandir, Bande Mala, Mote
Baba (peer devasthan).

There are several temples in Nighoj
village. One of these temples, the Malaganga
temple, is located on the bank of the gorge on
the old river-bed itself and considered very
auspicious. L'very year there is a yatra of
malaganga devi around 10 lac devotees come
for pay their homage. There's a barav situated
in the middle of nighoj, this barav known for
their hemadpanthi structure.

Jamgoan is a village situated in parner
taluka. This village has a history in second
and third panipat war there was a fort named
maharaja madhavrao shinde and also

T arzae zefa st ..

66



’lg.\

beautiful malagangamata temple, rameshwar
temple.

Hivare Korda is a village situated in Parner
Taluka. Itis 15 km from parner and 5 km from
NH 222. It is famous for the Malaganga Devi
Mandir and famous for its YATRA utsav,
which is generally in summer days. Karjule
Hareshwar is 26 km North West to Parner
City. Itis famous for Hareshwar Temple.
Pimpalgaon Rotha is 12 km from Kanhur. It
is very famous for Shree Kshetra Korthan
Khandoba Devastan. Hanga is a village
situated between Parner and Supe, it is well
known for lord Shiva's ancient temple named
Hangeshwar temple. The river Hanganadi
originates from the mountainous areas and
lake situated in Hanga.

Walavne is located 39 km west of the district
headquarters, Ahmednagar. The village is
famous for the Codes Shri Bhairavnath..
Randhe is famous for Ambikadevi Temple in
that temple all people of the village are
arranging the Navratri Festival and Aarti in
Morning and Evening also so many peoples
of village and more people coming from
around villages for attending the Aarti
Ceremony & on the day of Dasara Palkhi of
the said Devi is going to Khandiba Temple for
Darshan. there is one more famous Vitthal-
Rukhamini Mandir is there in town and
another Vitthal-Rukhmini Temple at
Vitthalwadi area of the said village that
temple's history is very big the god was taken
birth on the place of that Temple and this
temple is constructed in the middle side of the
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Tekdi.

Darodi is famous for Charangeshwar Temple
and Khandoba Temple. Babulwade is famous
for Lord Shiva temple, which is situated on
mountain. They do have big function called
Yatra on Maha Shivaratri.

Dhawalpuri is famous for Durgadevi Temple
and Fakirbaba Uruse. Wadgaon Savtal is 30
km away from Parner City. It is famous for
Shree Datta Savtal Baba Temple, kanhur
pathar is also a biggest village in parner taluka
with market place. There is bhiravnath
temple.

In Parner city there is famous temple
of NAGESHWR. Kakanewadi is the small
village 3 km away from Takali Dhokeshwar.
Ti is famous from Shri Ram Mandir and
Someshwar Mandir.

Kinbhi is the small village 10 km from parner
& Takle Dhokeshwar. It is famous for Shree
Sadguru Omkar Baba Temple. Vesdare is the
small village 3 km from Kanhur Pathare.
Famous for the monkeys and vallys. Has a
Bhairvnath temple and many other temples.
Its a spiritual village with good literacy.
Katalwedha is a small village from 7 km
from Ane & Ek Mukhi Datta is famous
temple. They do have big function called
Yatra at Chaitra Purnima.

Kasare is the historical village in Parner
which is famous for "BIROBA VAHAIKE"
during yatra utsav. Devibhoyare is famous for
Navmtra Ustav of Goddess Shree Devi
Ambikamata. It is famous for state-level
drama competition. Pimpalgaon Rotha is 12
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km from Kanhur. It is famous for Shree
Kshetra Korthan Khandoba Devastan.
Karegaon is a small village of approximately
550 people, on the west side of Parner Taluka,
2.5 km from National Highway NH-222. The
Shree Kareshwar temple is located here.

Babulwade is famous for its Lord Shiva
temple, which is on the mountain. They
celebrate Yatra on MahaShivaratri.
Dhawalpuri is famous for the Durgadevi
Temple and Fakirbaba Uruse. Wadgaon
Savtal is 30 km from Parner City. It is famous
for the Shree Datta Savtal Baba Temple.
Kanhur Pathar features a marketplace and
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the Bhiravnath Temple, MALGANGA
TEMPAL & SHRAVANII BAIL POEA
USTA. Padali Ale is small village 3km from
Alkuti there are temples of Swayambhu
Sangameshwara, Dakshin Mukhi Hanuman
and Dharmanatha. Kamatwadi is small
village with a population of 500. There is
ajagrut temple of khandoba. It is 22km from
takli dhokeshwar.

Akshay Mane
T.Y.B.A.
Department of Physics

Roads, Wada Culture and Environment in Parner Taluka

The headquarter of Parner tehsil of
Ahmednagar district also the biggest in whole
district. Population 5000 approx.

Takali Dhokeshwar is one of the
biggest village in taluka on the National
Haghway(Mumbai-Vishakhapattanam NH
222). Takli Dhokeshwar is also famous for
Lord Shiva temple near Dhoki, Nagar road.
It's Very huge and beautiful temple of Lord
Shiva. Villagers said that it was built by
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pandavas in their vanvas kal in one night only
near Kalu River. Ralegan Siddhi, is a
considered a model of environmental
conservation. Since 1975, led by Anna
Hazare, the village has carried out programs
like tree planting, terracing to reduce soil
erosion and digging canals to retain
rainwater. For energy, the village uses Solar
Power, Bio-Gas (some generated from the
communal toilet) and a Windmill. The
village's biggest accomplishment is in non-
conventional energy. For example, all the
village streets are lit by solar lights. Each light
has a separate solar panel.

Shahajapur village is an original place
of windmill nearby supa which is famous for
Windmills. There are around 50-60 windmill
in Shahajapur village on all over the
mountains. This place is energy center in
Parner Tahsil. Supa is considered as fastest
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growing village in Ahmednagar district.
There is MIDC in the village. Karjule
Hareshwar is 26 km North West to Parner
City. It is famous for Hareshwar Temple and
Mandhol Dam.Pimpalgaon Rotha is 12 km
from Kanhur. It is very famous for Shree
Kshetra Korthan Khandoba Devastan. Rui
Chhtrapti is a small village 7 km away from
Supa.Randhe is famous for
Ambabai[ Ambikadevi] Temple in that temple
All people of the village are arranging the
Navratri Festival and Aarti in Morning and
Evening also so meany peoples of village and
more people coming from around villages for
attending the Aarti Ceremony & on the day of
Dasara Palkhi of the said Devi is going to
Khandiba Temple for Darshan. there is one
more famous Vitthal-Rukhamini Mandir is
there in town and another Vitthal-Rukhmini
Temple at Vitthalwadi area of the said village
that temple's history is very big the god was
taken birth on the place of that Temple and
this temple is constructed in the middle side
of the Tekdi. Darodi is famous for
Charangeshwar Temple and Khandoba
Temple. Lonimavala is famous for big wall
around the village which is constructed
during the times of Chhatrapati Shivaji.
Babulwade is famous for Lord Shiva temple,
which is situated on mountain. They do have
big function called Yatra on Maha
Shivaratri.Dhawalpuri is famous for
Durgadevi Temple and Fakirbaba Druse.
Bhoyare Gangarda is 8 km away from Pune-
Nagar Highway. It is surrounded by small
mountains (Khindi) from all directions.

"‘ e

Wadgaon Savtal is 30 km away from Parner
City. It is famous for Shree Datta Savtal Baba
Temple, kanhur pathar is also a biggest
village in parner taluka with market place.
There is bhiravnath temple. In Parner city
there is famous temple of NAGESHWR.
Kadus is the small village 6 km away from
supa greatly surrounded by small mountaions
Kakanewadi is the small village 3 km away
from Takali Dhokeshwar. Ti is famous from
Shri Ram Mandir & Someshwar Mandir.
There is Sou Jyotitai Pradip Walunj elected as
a Member of Panchayat Sammitee Parner
from Kanhur Pathar Gun in 2012 ZP election.
Kinhi is the small village 10 km from parner
& Takle Dhokeshwar. It is famous for Shree
Sadguru Omkar Baba Temple. Vesdare is the
small village 3 km from Kanhur Pathare.
Famous for the monkeys and vallys. Has a
Bhairvnath temple and many other temples.

Its a spiritual village with good literacy.

Nandur Pathar is small but well known
village (Pincode : 414304 ) situated West side
in Parner taluka, It is 4 km from National
Highway that is IMH-222 (Mumbai-
Vishakhapattanam). It has also famous for
our national bird Peacock. It is one of the best
places for education with primary &
secondary with VIKAS VIDYALAYA
HIGHSCHOOL Is the Best School in the
Taluka. The population of Nandur Pathar is
more than 2500 approximately.

Miss. Sayali Thube
T.Y:B.Sa.
Department of Electronics
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Dhokeshwar Temple

Many times the famous caves,
Temples we have is very important. The
famous tourist spots including the
yaditadekhila. but the, There are many places
that are often their main way of course is
nothing to hear about it. Parner taluka of
Ahmednagar Takli dhokesvaraci caves,
Someshwar Temple and some historical
places such as Fort jamagavaca coming to see
Mumbai-Pune organized within the one.
Recently, the city is well-40 km and 170 km
from welfare village Takli dhokes on the
streets of the city. Ahead across the road from
the village from the highway looks like a
small mountain village Takli dhokesvaraci
the caves. Lenimparyanta are built the stairs
to go. Caves built from the night at the height
of the wall and door of his side in age takes
grab our attention from afar. First, it looks like
a stone lying on the stairs of a vessel down,
From here, our relics takes to grab attention.
While climbing the stairs to the entrance of
the mausoleum are two recently temples on
the right side. The flowers are carved in stone.
This place is a sarabha crafts fall on the
ground. This will be the door and the side wall
of the entrance of sarabha craft when they will
be built, But that would put the original place
while the repair time. While climbing the
stairs to the stone stairs carved caves are used.

Takli dhokesvaracarn is quite high
lenam. Piercing the cave are carved on both
sides salabhanjike idols. Tolalela hall has four
pillars. Sabhamandapatila left side of the wall

are carved their vahanansaha saptamatrka
sitting five tree. If on one side the other side is
carved Ganesha idol virabhadraci. Holies of
dvarapalacam craft door. placeAnd Nandi
hall. Gabharyabhovati is removed
pradaksinapatha koruna. These are placed
around the way many viragala, A big Nandi
and are placed at sarpasila. The main cave is
carved on the side of the water takedekhila.
The shaft is removed koruna hill top stone to
the water. The tanks of the second water tank
upper side. He knew the name of Sita to take a
bath. The takyaparyanta are khobanya stone
to go. Lenyaca area is kept tidy and clean.
Flowerpot is decorated by planting area.
Dhokesvari caves admitted to it Hold
the Parner way on the highway. Dhokes
admitted to the 25 km distance Parner. Parner
four kilometers along the confluence of the
Someshwar temple two odhayam. Local
people believe that this was the natural place
Parashar Rushi tapobhumi. Someshwar
Temple construction of this space, but it was
actually done in the middle ages. The temple
is built to cross the bridge to go to odhaya.
Adavalelam water is bound on both odhayam
bandhare here. From prathamadarsana
breakdown Temple padatam you love this
place. The house has space for this plan is
going to be really playful nature. In the court

is a dome built on the ground, Ghumatakhali -

steps to descend, The - down stairs is a little
on the dark place. It is ipada. Robbers have
ceiling Baithi endureth for circulating air Do
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you think this house was actually built to
special meditation. The main house is built in
stone. The walls are carvings or images of any
Kind. However, we see organized in a
number of chronic idol of the temple area.
And two old house. If the house against the
wall, looking back pulapasi house built in
stone and can be seen beautiful puskarni built
ovarya bow on its side. And the rainy season
arrives nitantasundara the area a few months
later. If the house against the wall, looking
back pulapasi house built in stone and can be
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seen beautiful puskarni built ovarya bow on
its side. And the rainy season arrives _
nitantasundara the area a few months later. If
the house against the wall looking back
pulapasi house built in stone and can be seen
beautiful puskarni built ovarya bow on its
side. And the rainy season arrives
nitantasundara the area a few months later.

Miss. Jagtap Aarti Balasaheb
S.Y.B.Com.

Parner Tahsil : Geographical Profile

The Earner tahsil is confined by 18°
49'40" N. to 19° 21' 13" N. latitudes and 74°
10" 22" E. to 74° 38' 34"E. longitudes.
Geographically, it located on 'Deccan plateau'
and climatologically, it lies in the 'rain
shadow zone' of Maharashtra state.
Therefore, tahsil characterized with low
rainfall and it is identified as 'drought prone
area' in Ahmednagar district. There are 131
villages constitutes into four revenue circles
in Parner tahsil. Out of them 36 villages
included in Takali Dhokeshwar circle, 25
villages in Parner, 38 villages in Wadzire and
32 villages in Supa circle.
PHYSIOGRAPHIC PROFILE: - The
study of physiographic profile is basis of the
agriculture development, availability of
water, population distribution and density etc.
Relief Topography: - Physiographically
tahsil divided into 4 main divisions from

norths to south. These are as follows:

A) The Table Land of Vasunda: - In the
north there is a barren land stretched out with
waving rocky country, which is known as
Vasunda table-land, as name given from
Vasunda village. Average height of this table
land is about 732 M. (2400 ft.) above sea
level.

B) The Kanhur Central Plateau:-It lies
between the Vasunda table land to the north
and Parner plateau to the south. This plateau
have main water divide of Parner tahsil.
Rivers rising on the southern slope flowing
across the Parner plateau into the Krishna
Basin through the Ghod River. Whereas,
rivers rising on the northern slope across the
Vasunda table land into the Godavari basin
through the Mula river. This plateau is about
854 M. (2800 Feet) above sea level.

C) The Extensive Village Lands of Parner:
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- It lies to the south of Kanhur plateau.
Average height of this land is about 793 M.
(2600 Feet) above sea level.

D) Low Lying Level Region: - Kukadi and
Ghod River are drained through this region,
so this region became fertile with occupied by
alluvial soil. Average height of this region is
about 640 M. (2100 ft). E) Tract of Hilly
Ground- This is formed by spurs consisting
of aseries of plateaus or Tablelands of various
heights.

DRAIN AGE:-Parner tahsil is constituted in
Godavari and Bhlma basin. There are four
main rivers or streams and their branches or
tributaries are important in tahsil.

i) Mandohol, Jambhul and Kalu River: - In
the north, these three rivers and their rivulets
are important, rising as a sub branches of
Mula from the slopes of the Kanhur plateau,
flowing across the table land of Vasunda into
the Mula River. Kapri rises near Karandi
village on the northern slope of Kanhur
Plateau and flows to the north into Kalu
Rivers.

ii) Jamgaon River: - The lands in the east are
drained by a branch of the Sina River which
rises near Jamgaon as 900 M. height in
Kavadya Dongar and flows in direct towards
Nagar.

iii) Hanga River: - The whole of the south is
drained by the Hanga River which rising on
the mountain near Parner and starting flows
across the Parner plateau and further
Shrigonda tahsil into Ghod River.

iv) Kukadi River: - The west part of tahsil is
drained by the Kukadi and Dudh rivers which
rise on the western slopes of the Kanhur and
Parner Plateaus.

Geology: - The whole Parner tahsil forms
part of the great trap region of the Deccan.
Rocks of the cretaceous system exist may
perhaps be inferred from the limestone
outcrop at several places on the west side of
the Kanhur plateau, a prolongation of the
main spur of the Sahyadris. This is especially
noticeable in the glen of Vadgaon - Darya,
4.08 Km (3 miles) heart of Kanhur village,
where the limestone cliffs worn by the falling
water, decorated with pendant stalactites and
clothed with delicate ferns, present all the
charming characteristics of Derbyshire
scenery on a diminutive scale. At Jategaon,
further south, is a smaller glen of the same
kind. Two types of besalt structure found in
Parner tahsil.

i) Columnar Basalt: - This structure of basalt
found in the water courses near the Kadus in
Parner tahsil are of a bluish gray colour,
compact texture, vitreous hue, and sharp
fracture. In the banks of water course 0.8 kms
(half a mile) east of the town of Parner
basaltic columns are very numerous. They are
five to six feet high, unarticulated and slightly
out of the perpendicular.

ii) Nodular Basalt:- Round or oval masses of
compact basalt, with concentric layers like
the coats of an onion, known as nodular
basalt. They are observed in tahsil at all
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elevations inrock- cuttings and are frequently
found loose at the base of hills buried in the
ruins of decomposing strata.

Dykes, boulders and sheet rocks are
found in various parts of tahsil. Dykes are all
vertical, boulders are loose basalt stones of all
sizes and sheets are flat. These all of rocks
structures are found at hill slopes and other
diverse form in tahsil. Pot holes in bed rocks
at Kund-Mabhuli in the Kukadi River a short
distance from the village Nighoj are specially
note worthy account of their number and size.
Soils: - Soils on the plateau very considerably
depends upon the terrain and slope
conditions. Over the plateau in many parts of
Parner tahsil, the soils though not very deep
have a good admixture of lime and are open as
a result of which them are well suited for the
production of a number of rabbi crops.
However, on the terraces, the soils are too
inferior and the hill slopes are stony.

On the higher Kanhur plateau, the soils
not very deep are of a good description
producing wheat, grain, pea's etc. crops
without requiring much rain. In the descent
from the Plateaus there are terraces or steps
on which are detached flat patches of inferior
soils of various widths, but the sides and the
slopes of the hills are stony and barren.
Generally speaking the fertile black soils at
the low ground is found in some area of tahsil.
Some patches of alluvial soil found in Ghod,
Kukadi, Hanga, Mand Ohol, Mula river
basins and minor stream basins. In the
extreme north, there is a barren land stretch of

"\ ats

waving rocky country many kms. in extent,
Climate: - The climate of the Ahmednagar
district and Parner tahsil is characterized by a
hot summer and generally dryness except
during the south-west monsoon season. The
year can be divided into four seasons. These
are as follows- 1) The Cold Season
(winter):- From December to February. 2)
The Hot Season (summer):- From March to
the first week of June. 3) The South-West
Monsoon (Rainy season): - The second
week of June to till the end of September. 4)
North-East Monsoon / Post-Monsoon /
Retreat Monsoon Season: The months of
October and November. These four seasons
are characterized by variations in
Temperature, humidity, precipitation,
atmospheric pressure, wind and all other
weather phenomena of climate in study area.
As per Treewarta's climatic classification the
Parner tahsil considered as Tropical Semiarid
(AmBS) climate.

i)Temperature: - Seasonal variations in
temperature are quite large in study area.
From March onwards is a period, of
continuous increase in day temperatures, the
nights remaining comparatively cool. May is
the hottest month of the year with the mean
30°C. Average daily range of average
temperature in summer season is 10° C. On
individual days temperatures occasionally
rise to 43° C. or 44° C. With the onset of the
south-west monsoons there is an appreciable
drop in temperatures and the weather become
pleasant. With the withdrawal of the
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monsoons day temperatures increase but
night temperatures progressively decrease. In
this season average maximum temperature is
at 25° C to 30° C. & minimum temperature at
20° C to 22° C. Average daily range of
temperature is at 7° C to 8° C. from about the
middle of November both day & night
temperatures decrease rapidly and
reach.32.5° C and. 20° C. respectively.
December is the coldest month of the year
with the mean daily minimum temperature at
11.7° C. and itis sometimes drop to 2° or 3° C.
during winter season.ii) Relative Humidity:
- Relative Humidity varies with season to
season. It is observed that relative humidity
became highest in rainy season i.e. 75 to 80%
and lowest in summer season i.e. 18 to 19% in
study area. Relative humidity of month of
October is 25° to 35%. In winter season dry
are present in atmosphere and relative
humidity have 20%.iii) Atmospheric
pressure: - Maximum air pressure observed
1015 to 1016 mb. in month of January and
minimum air pressure observed 1003 to 1004
mb. in the month of J uly. Air pressure of April
has observed 1006 to 1009 mb. Whereas
October observed 1011 mb. to 1012 mb.iv)
Rainfall :- The tahsil of Parner falls in and
most of its area is in the drought prone. The
average annual rainfall in the tahsil is 50 cm.
September is the rainiest month. About 77%
of the annual rainfall is received during the
south west monsoon season. 2.5 to 5 cm.
rainfall received in summer season from
March to May, whereas during the Retreat

-

monsoon period rainfall received 16 cm.
Other weather Phenomena: - Other
phenomena experienced in Ahmednagar
district and Parner tahsil are-i) Cloudiness: -
Except during the south west monsoon season
the air is generally dry particularly so in the
afternoons. Skies are generally clear or
lightly clouded during most of the year.
During the south-west monsoon season the
skies are heavily clouded to over cast. Winds
are generally light to moderate in force with
same strength evening during the monsoon
season.ii) Thunderstorms: - Thunderstorms
occur during the month of in association with
the monsoon depressions. Thunderstorm
form in the Bay of Bengal and move across
the central parts of the country. The district
and Parner tahsil experiences cloudy to over
cast skies and wide spread heavy rain.

Forest/ Natural Vegetation:-The Parner
tahsil located in rain fed zone therefore, the
tahsil does not have regular vegetative cover.
Forested land found only on some of hill
slope, and river banks and also other
dispersed track of various part of tahsil.
Babhul, Bor, Khair, Kadunimba, Mango trees
etc are the major vegetation of the forest in
Parner tahsil. Except for a few small species
there is absent of wildlife.Statistical data
shows that, forested land of tahsil was only
10.9 percent as per 2001 year. Whereas, it was
about 13.55% in 1961,10.90% in 1971,13%
in 1981,10%in 1991

Dept. of Geography
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Senapati Bapat, The Unsung Compatriot of Gandhi
& Bose Who Forged His Own Path

A maverick freedom fighter who
both supported and challenged Mahatma
Gandhi, Bapat earned the moniker of
'Senapati' when he fought for the rights of
farmers during the Mulshi satyagraha in
1921.#Forgotten Heroes
#Indianindependence

Pandurang Mahadev Bapat, popularly
known as 'Senapati Bapat,’ remains a
fascinating figure of the Indian Independence
movement whose revolutionary zeal was not
only informed by 1 linduism, Bolshevism and
Gandhian philosophy, but also a profoundly
independent streak.

Bapat was called 'senapali’ or

‘‘commander” for his leadership during the

Mulshi satyagraha in 1921 leading to what
social scientist Ghanshyam Shah called the
"first recorded organised struggle against the
[forced] displacement" of farmers.Back then,
the Tata Company, backed by the colonial
administration, sought to construct a
dam.Born on 12 November 1880, Bapat was
raised in a lower-middle-class Chitwpawan
Brahmin family in the Parner town of
Ahmednagar district, Maharashtra.Enrolling
in the Deccan College in Pune was a turning
point in his life because this is where he came

across Damodar Balwant Bhide, a member of
the revolutionary Chapekar Club, and
Professor Francis William Bain, a Britisher
who harboured Indian nationalist feelings
amongst his fellow students.There were
events like the atrocities committed by the
British administrators during the plague in
Pune, the assassination of British official
Charles Rand and politicisation of festivals
like the Shiva Jayanti and Ganesh Chaturthi
to further nationalist sentiments also played a
critical role in shaping his politics.In 1904,
after passing out of college, he earned a
scholarship and left for England to study at
Heriot-Watt College in Edinburgh.Among
other works, it was Dadabhai Naoroji's
treatise 'Poverty in India', which helped him
understand the exploitative nature of British
rule on the Indian economy. It was here when
he developed links with prominent British
socialists of the time and met several Russian
revolutionaries who introduced him to
Bolshevism. Senapati Bapat circled in red.:
However, his public speeches against British
rule in India, which were deeply critical and
provocative, and his association with the
India House in London, a hub for anti-
colonial political activism, resulted in him
losing his scholarship in 1907.Fortunately,
Bapat found accommodation here, and that's
where he met with VD Savarkar, on whose
advice he went to Paris to acquire the
technique of making explosives with his
Russian associates.After learning how to
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make bombs, he came back to India in 1908
with a 'bomb-manual', which was secretly
distributed to revolutionaries across the
country, and two revolvers.However, his
vision for a coordinated nationwide armed
revolt against the British never took off and
instead what came of it were individual acts
of terrorism which the British crushed rather
quickly; the proof of which is the famous
Alipore Bomb Trial.

Fearing for his safety following the
arrest of revolutionaries who made a failed
attempt at assassinating the Mayor of
Chandnagar in Bengal, Bapat went
underground for a couple of years but was
eventually arrested by the police in
1912.However, he was released in 1915 when
the police couldn'l find sufllcienl e\idence to
link him to these allacks.. According to
historian Richard C ashman, Bapal had
become a "seasoned revolutionary” by then,
but more importantly switched from
agnosticism to a deeper understanding of his
I lindu faith. which made the subsequent
transition to Gundhian philosophy easier.
Following his release from prison, he joined
Bal Gangadhar Tilak in his attempts to
strengthen local support in the Poona area lor
the cause of Indian Independence. By 1920.
he had bought into Gandhi's vision of 'swaraj.
"How'ever. it's the following year, when he
really came into prominence. leading the
Mulshi satyagraha. the world's first anti-dam
movement. The bust of Senapali Bapat in
Nagpur. "At first, the company (Tatas) moved
on to the farmers' lands and dug their test
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trenches without any legal formality. But
Mulshi was very close to Pune (Poona). then
the epicentre of the Indian freedom
movement. So. when a peasant objected a
trench being dug in his field and a British
engineer threatened him with a pistol, there
were strong protests in Pune," writes
ecologist Madhav Gadgil and historian
Ramachandra Guha in 'Ecology. and
Equity: The Use and Abuse of Nature in
Contemporary India."The ensuring
opposition to the damn was led by a young
congressman, Senapati Bapat. Bapat and his
followers succeeded in halting construction
of the dam for a year. The Bombay
government then promulgated an ordinance
whereby the Tatas could acquire land on
payment of compensation. Now the
resistance to the dam was split into two
factions. Whereas the Brahman landlords of
Pune, who owned much of the land in the
Mulshi valley, were eager to accept
compensations, the tenants and their leader,
Senapati Bapat, were totally opposed to the
dam project," they add. The protest lasted for
three years and was for the most part non-
violent, but eventually, Bapat was arrested for
vandalising the construction project. He
turned himself in. The damn was eventually
constructed, but what it did was spur the
development of a political philosophy which
borrowed ideas like satyagraha from Gandhi,
but re-worked it to formulate his version of
shuddha satyagraha. 'Despite closely
participating in the freedom struggle, he also
grew critical of Gandhi and mainstream
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Congress leaders. Shuddha satyagraha
neither insists on absolute non-violence nor
on absolute-violence. It allows the use of
violence when the desired goal proves to be of
supreme significance as compared with the
value of non-violence in itself)" says A
postage stamp issued in his honourAnother
facet of his political thought is 'prana-
yadnya’ (self-killing) as an act of protest like
the self-immolations in Tibet against Chinese
occupation. Unlike other revolutionaries, he
saw the fissures between Hindus and
Muslims as a product of colonial rule, and
instead of resorting to communalism the
answers he believed lay in religious
tolerance. Following his arrest for the Mulshi
satyagraha, he remained in prison for nearly
seven years and released only in 193 I.He
subsequently served a third jail sentence for
attending a public gathering organised by
Subhash Chandra Bose in Mumbai. The road
along which these gatherings were held was
later renamed Senapati Bapat Road. On 15
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August 1947, Bapat had the honour of raising
the Indian national flag over Pune for the first
time. Bapat eventually passed away on 28
November 1967 at the age of 87. However,
his memory would come alive post freedom
in one issue of the Amar Chitra Katha comic
book series in 1964. In 1977, the Government
of India issued a postage stamp in his
honour.Bapat was a maverick in his own right
not beholden to any party or personality.
"Thus his joining of the Hyderabad
satyagraha, his acceptance of the
Presidentship of the Maharashtra branch of
the Forward Bloc (Bose's party) in 1 939, his
participation in the liberation movement of
Goa and the Samyukta Maharashtra
Movement confirmed the same independent
spirit of Bapat which he showed from time to
time," says this document

Nimse Kondibhau
T.YB.A.
Dept. of History
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Political and Social Transition of Parner Taluka

Parner is a taluka in Ahmednagar
district. The city is on the west side of the
district ,and on the border of Pune district.
The city is located at an altitude of 600 to 700
m above sea level and the total area of the
taluka (including agriculture, forest and other
areas) is 1930.28 km2. There is a legend about
the name of this city. Sage Parashar, the father
of Maharshi Vyas who wrote the

Mahabharata, lived here. Hence the name
Parner. The total number of villages in this
taluka is 131. The total number of Gram
Panchayats is 112. Most of these gram
panchayats are dominated by Shiv Sena,
followed by Congress and NCP. The number
of Panchayat Samiti members is 10. In the
2016 elections, 4 members each from Sena
and NCP and 2 members from Congress party
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have been elected. Zilla Parishad has 5
members and Congress-1, Shiv Sena-2 and
NCP-2. n 2015-2016, Parner's Gram
Panchayat was transformed into a Nagar
Panchayat According to the 2011 census, the
total population of the taluka is 2.97 lakhs and
the population density is 126 and the literacy
rateis 62.31 percent.

Supe, Takli Dhokeshwar, Ralegan
Shiddhi, Hiware Bazar, Nighoj, Wadzire and
Dhavalpuri in the taluka These villages are of
special importance in the district and the state
from social, political, economic, commercial
and cultural point of view. This taluka has a
long tradition of ancient historical, religious,
spiritual, cultural, political and social change.
However, Bapat was a leading freedom
fighter in the Indian freedom struggle and the
Marathwada liberation struggle.Despite this
history, the work of Padma Shri Annasaheb
Hazare and Popatrao Pawar at the village
level in the social, educational and watershed
areas has created an excellent model of rural
development in the country and the concept
of Adarsh Gaon was born in this land.

The region is also known for its
geography and tourism. There is a Pandava
cave of Dhokeshwar at Takli Dhokeshwar.
Daryabai Padli is famous for its stone pillars
hanging from the top of the rock. At the same
time, Ranjan Khalgi has been formed at
Nighoj due to the flow of water in an area of
half a kilometer in the Kukdi river bed. These
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Ranjan Khalgi are famous in Asia. There are
also many religious places of pilgrimage in
this taluka. Korthan Khandoba Devasthan at
Pimpalgaon Rotha is famous as the second
pilgrimage site of Jejuri. The last saint poet of
the Warkari sect, Nilobarai, was from the
village of Pimpalner. Along with the heritage
of this historical, social, religious and cultural
element, the taluka also has a long tradition of
institutional structure. Ahmednagar Zilha
Maratha Vidhya Prasarak Samaj is a reputed
educational institution in Maharashtra. In
Parner taluka, many schools and colleges of
the institute from primary to higher education
are successfully doing educational work. Due
to the special guidance of Hon. Nandkumar
Zaware Patil and Sitaram Anna Khilari Sir
thousands of youth and families in the taluka
have benefited a lot from the modern way of
imparting education to the youth here. Hence
this area is called Teachers' Taluka. This
taluka is completely hilly and rocky. Due to
very low rainfall, agricultural yields are low.
Therefore, for the sake of employment and
business, the youth from every household
here have migrated to Mumbai and other
cities. Even so, owning one is still beyond the
reach of the average farmer,

Parner taluka has been famous in the
district and the state as a taluka of progressive
and communist ideology since pre-
independence times. This taluka has been

ruled by the Communist and Congress parties
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for a long time after independence.However,
after 1999, power passed to the Nationalist
Congress Party. XShiv Sena has managed to
retain power in this constituency three times
in a row since 2004. However, in the 2019
assembly elections, the Shiv Sena split
Twenty years after the defeat of the Sena,
power passed to the Nationalist Congress
Party. No matter what happens to the party
power here The Vikhe Patil family has a
strong grip on the overall politics of the
taluka. Being a member of a large group in the

Around 60% of the rural population in
India lives in primitive conditions. Most of
them have no access to electricity, necessary
education and health services. Modern
technology has not touched these people
even after 60 years of independence. Rural
poverty causes large scale migration to cities
which further lead to serious urban
problems. This is the picture of present
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taluka, he has mastered many organizational

structures. In the 2019 general election

Vikhe's move to the BJP is said to have caused

some problems for progressive-minded
activists.

Prof. Dr. Gokul Mundhe

Head of Dept. of Political Science
Shri Dhokeshwar College,

Takli Dhokeshwar

scenario but the picture has another side too.
Yes, the answer is Ralegan Siddhi.
"The World Bank Group has concluded
that the village of Ralegan Siddhi was
transformed from a highly degraded
village ecosystem in a semi-arid region of
extreme poverty to one of the richest in the
country. The Ralegan Siddhi example,
now 25 years old, by demonstrating that it
is possible to rebuild natural capital in
partnership with the local economyj, is a
model for the rest of the country"
The man behind the change: Anna Hazare
Anna Hazare, by heart a Gandhian has

changed the extremely degraded village of
population around 2500 into liveable
paradise for the poor villagers. Previously
this village was extremely degraded and
unsustainable. It was characterized by poor
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farming practices which led to low
productivity of land. People had few jobs
and were engaged into illegal distilling of
alcohol. There were large scale migrations,
ill health and alcohol driven violence
especially against women.

Today you can see the improved view
of Ralegan Siddhi. Increased agricultural
productivity shows the importance of
sustainable agriculture. Thanks to the
scientific farming practices suggested by
Anna to revolutionize the previous situation.
Hunger drives anything in a man's mind and
Anna fulfilled it first. Now the village is self
sufficient in food grains and other necessary
agricultural produce. Now people can easily
spend their time after daily routine in
community services. There is a sense of
community and sharing among all the
people. Ralegan has shows the world how
the whole system can stand on its own legs
from scrap. It not only demonstrates what
village people can do when they take control
of their own development but also shows
their concern to the environment by evolving
sustainable practices.

Anna's biggest support to the People's
participation

Community involvement
Governments have a lot of schemes in
village development through improved
agricultural practices, watershed
development, use of renewable energy etc.
But all these novel things remains on paper

S0P€-20

only as the cost involved, required
manpower and true intention of local
representative along with government
officials lacks in the implementation. Anna
considered all these factors and turned them
into positive side by community
involvement in all government or self
supported developmental projects. He
recognized the importance of rainwater
harvesting, watershed development and
renewable energy. (Read more about water
scarcity and India) The people of Ralegan
Siddhi took their turn and maximized their
involvement in community projects by
investing thousands of hours in
developmental activity. Common interest
triggered human muscle power into
prosperity of the village and now it has
become a best example of watershed
management in the country.
Watershed project

Anna always says, "The dream of
India as a strong nation will not be realized
without self-reliant, self-sufficient villages,
this can be achieved only though social
commitment & involvement of the common
man."

Miss. Ashwini Zaware

T.YB.A.
Dept. of Politics
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Department of English

* Special English Course is run at undergraduate level. Prof. Anil Kale and Prof. Rukhmini Tutare
are working as a faculty in this department. Prof. Anil Kale heads the department.

* Department evaluates students through oral test, home assignments, semester exam and annual
exam.

* Teachers in the department work in different committees such as admission, CDC, competitive
examination, IQAC, college magazine, exam etc.

* Prof. Anil Kale participated in two state level workshops on 'New AQAR Methodolo gy'and
'Revised Syllabus of English' at Pune.

* Prof. Rukmini Tutare Participated in NSS winter programme at Pimpri Jalsen.
* During Covid 19 outbreak, teachers worked from home and guided their students. They also
participated in online quiz competition, webinars and online meetings.
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Prof. Anil Kale
Head Dept. of English
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Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) Report 2019-20

Prof. Anil Kale has been working as the coordinator of IQAC since September 2018. College has been
striving to augment quality in every aspect of its functioning. Apart from the regular programmes, college has
taken following steps to bring in innovation and quality. Some of the key achievements during this year are as
follows:

1) College has received sanction from UGC for starting BVoc programme in Landscape

Gardening and Nursery. This course was inaugurated by Or K. N. Dhumal. Head.Dept of
Botany. SPPU, Pune.

2) College has been running add-on certificate courses in Tally, Travel and Tourism.

£\

3) In order to encourage students to lake Competitive exams, college organises Lecture
Series in which eminent scholars are invited as resource persons.
4) Students Development Council committee has submitted 14 proposals for workshops to

BoD. SPPU, Pune.

5) College has submitted proposals to UGC for financial assistance to STRIDE (Scheme for

Trans-disciplinary Research for India's Developing Economy) and Women's Studies.
6) College has raised NCC unit of 17 Maharashtra Battalion. This unit was inaugurated by
Colonel Zcnde.

7) To inculcate scientific attitude and nurture creativity among students, SPPU, Pune has
sanctioned "Start up Cell' to college.

8) To facilitate organi/ation of meetings and seminars, college has opened a new seminar hall
and named it after famous Indian scientist C.V. Raman.

9) College has opened a canteen to cater to students' and staff needs.

10)  In tune with the national drive to environment protection and bring awareness among
students, college has planted different species of trees in its vicinity.

11)  College has installed 10 kwgrid lie solar power plant to reduce rising energy bills. This
plant will generate 40-50 kw of energy per day.

12)  College encourages teachers to participate in National and International Conferences and
publish their Research Papers.

— *
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13)  NSS unit of college organised various programmes like Cleanliness drive. Fit India Drive,
Flood Relief fund, free plantation, Voters' Awareness programme etc.

14)  To mark the Silver Jubilee Year of the college, various programmes like water conference,
Guardian's meet, poets' meet etc were organised.
15)  During Covid 19 outbreak, teachers worked from home and guided their students. They
also participated in webinars and short term online courses.
- Prof Anil Kale
Co-ordinator
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