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Abstract---The concept of God by the Hebrew mind is not projected in 
pompous psychological, philosophical, and theological complex terms. 
It was not a great deal of the learned mind but empirical knowledge of 
shepherds, warriors, battles, temple services, etc. characterized the 
world of imagery full of freshness and significance. The imagery in the 
book of Psalms is based upon conceptual relationships and divine 
principles which are integrated appropriately from the traditional and 
conceptual metaphorical analysis. Among the varied divine images, 
the image of God as a Refuge is a predominant one that makes room 
for many other protective images. It signifies the existing relationship 
between Yahweh and Israel, Christ and the Church. The imagery 
asserts a spiritual need of man to be in the right relationship and 
intimate prayer fellowship with God to defend oneself from the 
destructive powers of the enemy. Metaphorical images underline the 
allegorical interpretation as well as typological relations. The paper 
deals with some of the select divine images and their significance 
contextually.  
 

Keywords---Divine imagery, Psalms, Refuge, rock, salvation, well, 
chariots. 

 
 
Introduction  

 
The psalmist sings like an instrument of God, representing a society inspired by 
prophetic prayers. Filled with ecstatic visions, prophecies, and stories of powers, a 
YLVLRQDU\�SURSKHW�UHYHDOV�*RG�IRU�ZKRP�KH�VSHDNV��+H�PDNHV�NQRZQ�*RG·V�ZLOO�LQ�
connection with a specific occasion of comfort, love, salvation, restoration, 
judgment, war, sin, trouble, natural disaster, etc., in a state of enthusiasm or 
divine possession. At a point in time, God in him reveals his nature and history as 
well as his will, and so a larger pattern of character and ritual is built up out of a 
series of oracular pronouncements, as is very clear from the emergence of the 
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Messiah myth from the oracles of the Hebrew prophets. Such as these and other 
psalms include divine imagery that needs to be evaluated to understand how the 
SVDOWHU� FRQWULEXWHG� WR�*RG·V� GLYLQH� LPDJHU\� DQG� UHYHODWLRQ� DERXW� KLV� DWWULEXWHV�
and acts.  

 
Yahweh as Refuge and Savior  

 
In the Old Testament, the terms machceh (Ps 14:6; 46:1; 62:7-8; Isa 4:6, etc.), and 
manoc (2 Sam 22:3; Ps 59:16, etc.) are mainly applied to God to refer to Him as a 
refuge of His people. Conceptually, it gives the idea of a safe place and a resort for 
WKH� GHVWLWXWH�� 7KH� WHUP� KDV� YDULRXV� UHQGHULQJV� VXFK� DV� ¶UHIXJH·�� DQG� ¶GZHOOLQJ-
SODFH·� LQ�'Hut. 33:27 according to the King James Version and Revised Version 
�%ULWLVK�DQG�$PHULFDQ��UHVSHFWLYHO\��DQG� ¶KLJK�WRZHU·� LQ�3V������$OWHUQDWLYHO\��WKH�
WHUP�¶UHIXJH·�VWDQGV�IRU� ¶VKHOWHU·� LQ�3V������DQG�¶KRSH·� LQ�-HU��������EHWZHHQ�WKH�
above referred versions �&KDPEHUODLQ�´5HIXJHµ���7KH�SVDOPLVW� WUXVWZRUWKLO\�VD\V��
´,�ZLOO� VD\� RI� WKH� /25'�� ´+H� LV�P\� UHIXJH� DQG�P\� IRUWUHVV��P\�*RG�� LQ�ZKRP� ,�
WUXVW�µ��3V���������<DKZHK�DV�UHIXJH�LV�D�PHWDSKRU�XVHG�E\�WKH�3VDOPLVW�DQG�RWKHU�
places to refer to God as the only sure hiding place when either pursued by the 
enemies and haven to the shipwrecked condition of life and in situations where a 
person has nowhere to go and no one to help.  
 
A person chased by his enemy seeks a place where he would be protected and 
helped by someone. Such a place of safety cannot be found on the earth nor can 
any who can guarantee one. The real place to seek protection is God Himself. 
*RG·V� KDQG� FDQ� FRPIRUW� WKH� WURXEOHG� LQ� HYHU\� FDODPLWRXV� DQG� GHYDVWDWLQJ�
circumstance.  Life desperately needs comfort and peace when a person is 
abashed and tossed by stormy winds. Because the help cannot come from any 
man nor it could be found anywhere, man has to surrender to the Almighty who 
can rescue him from the critical crisis. The real sense of refuge is best explained 
in the context of orphans, widows, homeless, destitute, exiled, banished, 
segregated, and ostracized classes of people. Further, the significance is seen 
when oppressed, suppressed, depressed, bondage, and persecuted by the enemy 
cry unto God for help. In lonely circumstances, a person has nowhere to go and 
QRQH�WR�KHOS�H[FHSW�WR�ORRN�XS�WR�*RG�IRU�UHVFXH�DQG�GHOLYHUDQFH��-HURPH�&UHDFK·V�

1996 work shifts the focus of psalms studies from its shaping and placement to 
WKH� SVDOPV·� YRFDEXODU\� WKDW� VKapes the theme and theology by employing the 
metaphor of refuge (Cousins 4). The refuge metaphor itself does not act 
independently but incorporates other clusters of images.  
 
The terms for refuge used are rock (Ps 18:2; 31:2; 62:7; 94:2), wings (Ps 36:7; 
57:1; 61:4; 91:4), a fortress (Ps 59:16; 71:3; 91:2) and a strong tower (Ps 61:3). 
3VDOP�������SRUWUD\V�LQFOXVLYHO\�´P\�URFN�DQG�P\�IRUWUHVV��P\�VWURQJKROG�DQG�P\�
GHOLYHUHU��P\�VKLHOG�DQG�KH�LQ�ZKRP�,�WDNH�UHIXJHµ��RSV).   
 

Arms 
 
Arms of God are lovingly comforting images. One of the more comforting images in 
the Bible is that communicated by the symbolic use of the plural arms: God 
carrying his people. The divine warrior, whose arm so threatens his enemy, joins 

his arms together tR� FDUU\� KLV� SHRSOH�� ´7KH� HWHUQDO� *RG� LV� \RXU� UHIXJH�� DQG�
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XQGHUQHDWK�DUH�WKH�HYHUODVWLQJ�DUPVµ��'HXW����������,VDLDK�������SLFWXUHV�*RG�DV�
a shepherd, leading his flock and carrying the lambs in his arms (Dictionary of 
Biblical Imagery 190). God also provides refuge for his people, and what is found 
in God is so precious that it cannot be found anywhere else (Ps 61:4; 69:20) (DBI 
999) and of those who flee to him as a refuge to enjoy the security of a divine 
haven (David, 2 Sam 22:3; Jer 16:19; Ps 59:17; 142:5) (DBI 1011). 
 

Wing 
 

The wings image indicates tender, loving care and protection. In Ps 17:8 there is 
marvelous imagery in the plea, "Hide me under the shadow of thy wings." In Ps 
18:10 there is a reference to "the wings of the wind." And in 55:6 the Psalmist 
cries, "Oh that I had wings like a dove!"  In Ps 36:7 the lovingkindness of God is 
JORULILHG�DQG�WKH�WUXVW�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�¶VKDGRZ�RI�WKH�ZLQJV·�LV�H[SUHVVHG����
The splendor and peace of prosperous times are beautifully described in Ps 68:13, 
the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her pinions with pale green-gold.' The 
first rays of dawn are compared to "the wings of the morning" (139:9). Solomon 
was thinking of the swiftness of wings when he said, "For riches certainly make 
themselves wings; They fly away like an eagle toward heaven" (Prov 23:5). In 

semblance, Isaiah in Isa 40:31 wrote, "They that wait for Yahweh shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; they shall walk, and not faint." In Mal. 4:2 the King James Version, 
there is a beautiful reference, "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings." the Revised Version (British and 
American) changes "his" to "its." Wings as an emblem of love were used by Jesus 
in the cry, "O Jerusalem .... how often would I have gathered thy children.... as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings" (Matt 23:37���3RUWHU�´ZLQJVµ�� 
 

Rock 

 
In English and Hebrew language, a clear distinction between stone and rock is 
not demarcated. Hence, the imagery of stone and rock cannot be associated in the 
same way. A rock outcrop in the regions of Sinai and the Negev contains a 
crevasse to hide and shelter (Ex 33:22; 1Sam 24:2), a shadow from the sun (Is 
32:2), a fortified position (Ps 27:5), and a capacious fountain of water from spring 
rains (DBI �������7KH�RULJLQ�RI�*RG�DV�,VUDHO·V�URFN�FRPHV�ZLWK�WKH�DWWULEXWHV�VXFK�
as unchanging, eternal refuge, and defender (2Sam 2:2; 22:2²3, 32, 47) and many 
verses in the Psalms (e.g., Ps 19:14; 18:46; 62:1²2, 7). The main excerpt in this 
imagery is Genesis 49:24, nevertheless, there are many other significant 
references in the Song of Moses (Deut. 32:1²43). The significance of rock as a 
SODFH� RI� SURWHFWLRQ� LV� GLVWLQJXLVKHG� E\� UHFXUUHQW� H[SUHVVLRQV�� VXFK� DV� ´URFN� RI�
UHIXJH�µ�VSHFLILFDOO\�LQ�WKH�3VDOPV��3V��������������������7KH�FRQFHSWXDO�PHWDSKRU�
of God as a rock is so apt that God is called the rock to indicate the steadfastness 
of God (2 Sam 23:3; Hab. 1:12). Knowles Michael suggests that rock image 
manifests itself as a symbol of divine strength (316). 
 

The Metaphoric analysis of Rock 
 
Rock images recur in Psalms 28, 31, 61, 62, 71, 78, 92, 94, and 95. In Exodus 

rock metaphorically becomes the fountain. It is a Mountainous terrain in Psalm 
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36:6; Ps 89:12 describes its superiority in greatness. God as rock has a multi-
faceted and connotative aspect of meanings. The metaphorical mapping of rock 
imagery takes its origin from the OT and extends to the NT. The rock metaphor 
has differing semantic realizations. Differing situations and circumstances create 

a new aspect of meaning seeing God in various situations reflects His character 
and personality which draw out His attributes. The realizations often seem to be 
SUDJPDWLF� LQ� DSSURDFK�� ,W·V�ZRUWKZKLOH� WR� YLHZ� DQG� DQDO\]H� WKHP� VSHFLILFDOO\� LQ�
the context of the study.  
 
God as Creator 

 
,Q�WKH�6FULSWXUH�YHUVH�RI�'HXWHURQRP\�������0RVHV�VDLG��´2I�WKH�5RFN�ZKR�EHJRW�
\RX��\RX�DUH�XQPLQGIXO��$QG�KDYH�IRUJRWWHQ�WKH�*RG�ZKR�IDWKHUHG�\RXµ��7KH�YHUVH�
is uttered when Moses through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit began to sing the 
song. In one place the verse revealed that the people of Israel had forgotten the 
God who created them and that they should remember Him. The verse connotes 
the ironic situation where people have gone astray after strange gods. Perversely, 
they had forsaken and forgotten their God who delivered them. Moses here 
reminds people of the real God, calling Him the Rock, who fathered them. 

 

God as the Defense and Refuge 

 
'DYLG� LQ�3VDOP���������DIILUPV�E\�VD\LQJ�� ´%XW� WKH�/25'�KDV�EHHQ�P\�GHIHQVH��
$QG� P\� *RG� WKH� URFN� RI� P\� UHIXJH�µ� ,W� LV� DQ� HPSLULFDO� VWDWHPHQW� IURP� WKH�
battlefield by David affirming and declaring that the great victories in the battles 
won were given to him by His God. In adverse times, David took refuge in God the 
rock when he wandered as a refugee.  Here, the shift of image glimpses us into 
the defensive aspect of the battleground. At times, while battling against the 
enemy the warriors had to strategize and launch the attack. It had to be done 
with great diligence and skill. However, it was not the warrior who fought with his 
strength, power, and skill, it was God who defended the warrior, helped him in 
devising new winning strategies, and techniques, and supplied power, even his 
battle was brought to victory by God. It was vested within the power and will of 
God to give the victory in the battle. David was a mighty king and warrior who 

often ascribed the victory in a battle to his God. He had realized that it was not 
his strength responsible for bringing victory but he had to depend on God for 
victory. Therefore, based on his experiences and battle prowess David asserted 
the above verses which were his real-life formidable events.  
 
In Psalm 31:2 KH�FULHV�IRU�KHOS��´%RZ�GRZQ�<RXU�HDU�WR�PH��'HOLYHU�PH�VSHHGLO\��
%H�P\�URFN�RI�UHIXJH��$�IRUWUHVV�RI�GHIHQVH�WR�VDYH�PH�µ�+HUH�KH�PDNHV�DQ�XUJHQW�
plea for swift deliverance. Psalmist seeks refuge in God from his enemies seeing 
God as his rock of refuge. He envisions God as a fortress wherein he would be 
protected safely from the enemy. And the fortress for David becomes a fortress of 
defense against his enemies that housed him and saved him. It is an 
indestructible place where David is protected safely and is saved.  
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God as Fortress 

 
In most cases images are used combinedly than singly or separately as in 2 Sam 
17:2; Ps 18: 2,3; 71:3; 91:3; 144:2. However, a distinguishing sense can be 
sharply noted in each differing image used by the psalmist, which demands a 
VSHFLILF� DQDO\VLV�� ,Q� 3VDOP� ����� KH� DVVHUWHG�� ´7KH� /25'� LV� P\� URFN�� DQG� P\�
fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, 
and the horn of my salvation, aQG�P\�KLJK�WRZHU�µ�� 
 
The verse mentions seven metaphors for God, namely rock, fortress, deliverer, 
strength, buckler, horn, and tower.  The sense expressed about safety shows that 
God has been to David as a rock, a tower, a buckler, etc. He received protection 
from God through the designated places of security called a rock, a tower, a 
citadel, and a buckler. These elevated and lofty places provided him an escape 
from enemies who pursued him. The recurrence of these images can also be 
stressed and compared in Judg. 6:2; Ps 27:5; 61:2. 
 
7KH�GHOLYHUHU�UHVFXHV�KLP�IURP�KLV�HQHPLHV��¶0\�*RG·�LPSOLHV�WKH�LGHD�RI�ZKR�*RG�
has been to him, a Father, Helper, Friend, Protector, Saviour. My buckler, the 

ZRUG� LV� XVHG� HOVHZKHUH� LQ� 3V� ���� DQG� LV� WUDQVODWHG� DV� ¶VKLHOG·�� 7KH� KRUQ� RI� DQ�
animal is a means of defense. It represents the strength for protection that would 
be used to attack the enemies. Here the idea is personified as what the horn to an 
animal meant, in the like manner, God was to the psalmist. This recurring image 
can be compared in other places Ps 22:21; 75:4-5, 10; 92:10; 132:17; 148:14. 
 
¶0\� KLJK� WRZHU·� DV� D� SHUVRQ� ILQGV� VDIHW\� LQ� WKH� WRZHU� IURP� GDQJHU� VR� 'DYLG�
envisions his God as a high tower where he can be safe. The word occurs in Ps 

���� ZKHUH� LW� PHDQV� ¶UHIXJH·�� 3URY� ������ UHYHDOV� LW�� ¶7KH� QDPH� RI� WKH� /RUG� LV� D�
VWURQJ�WRZHU��WKH�ULJKWHRXV�UXQ�WR�LW�DQG�DUH�VDIH·���7KH�WRZHUV�ZHUH�LQWHQGHG�WR�EH�
inaccessible to enemies and were built on rocks, craggy mountains, or on the high 
walls of the city to keep them safe. The images also HFKR�LQ�-HU���������´2�/25'��
my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely, our fathers 
have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no SURILWµ����� 

 
The verse is a cry unto the Lord, my strength... in the day of affliction, which 
harmonizes with Ps 28:8; 59:17; 18:3, the deliverance of Israel comes from 
Yahweh God, but the idols of gentiles are not able to save them in the face of 
tribulation. In this apparent contradiction of power and defeat, they are filled with 
shame, vanity, worthlessness, and the lie of their idols and come to acknowledge 
the true saving power of Yahweh. It is an awakening to gentile nations whose 
idolatry when proven powerless in the coming tribulation should not persist in it. 
 
3V������� ´%H�P\� URFN�RI� UHIXJH�� WR�ZKLFK� ,� FDQ�DOZD\V�JR�� JLYH� WKH�FRPPDQG� WR�
VDYH�PH��IRU�\RX�DUH�P\�URFN�DQG�P\�IRUWUHVV�µ�'DYLG�KDV�IRXQG�VXUH�KHOS�LQ�*RG��
He has guaranteed hope and expected that he would always be helped at any time 
whenever he turned to Him with child-like faith and confidence. And if God gives 
the command to save David he would be saved by the God-given command. The 
command would be the binding absolute security where no enemy would dare to 
touch him 
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God as Mountain, Hill 

 
Hills and mountains are very often personified. They become joyful together as 
viewed in Ps 98:8 by the goodness of God as they are crowned with the beauty 

and for having clothed them with verdant grandeur. Therefore, they seem to be 
rejoicing in God. In Psalms 114:4, the Leaping of mountains and hills for joy is 
compared to that of rams and lambs. It has also alluded to Ex 19:18 (Ps 68:8; 
Judg. 5:4). Isa 44:23 is a song of redemption. It calls out heavens, earth, 
mountains, forests, and every tree in it to celebrate and be jubilant for Jacob has 
been redeemed. And the God of Israel is glorified in them. Isaiah 55:12 calls for 
rejoicing and singing by mountains and hills in peace for the abundant life they 
received from God. Is 49:13 denotes anything that comes in the way of 
redemption is the sin, mountains here visualize the image of big sin which stands 
to hinder the way of salvation. In the quest for reaching the Gospel of salvation to 
the world and nations, the oppositional forces of wickedness show up in the form 
of these mountains. To which God says that mountains would be removed and a 
URDG�ZRXOG�EH�SUHSDUHG�DQG�WKXV��*RG·V�KLJKZD\�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DQG�KROLQHVV�
would be elevated. At God's touch or presence, they tremble and shake (Judg. 5:5; 
Ps. 68:8; Isa. 64:1; Nah 1:5; Hab. 3:10) or melt (Ps 97:5; Mic 1:4). They are 

addressed by God (Ezek. 6:3) and called to witness a covenant lawsuit (Mic 6:1). 
Symbolically the mountains represent power (Jer. 51:25; Zech. 4:7), continuance 
or stability (Deut. 33:15; Ps. 30:7; 125:1; Isa 54:10; Hab. 3:6), and protection (Ps 
125:2). They are also symbolic of God's strength (Ps. 65:6) and blessing (Deut. 
��������/HH�´0RXQWDLQ��+LOOµ�� 
 
God as Salvation 

 

´2K� FRPH�� OHW us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our 
VDOYDWLRQµ��3V��������'DYLG�LQ�WKLV�3VDOP�VHHPV�WR�EH�LQ�KLJK�VSLULW�� LV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�
the joy of the Holy Spirit, he is inspired to worship God. In his joyful mood, he 
calls others as well to worship God and sing praises to the Lord. He tells other 
devotees to shout joyfully to the Rock who is their salvation. David as a worshiper 
calls the congregation to participate in the worship of God the Rock who is their 
salvation. The metaphor of the rock here is spoken in the conception of God as 

the salvation of His people. Here the psalmist calls people to worship the God of 
their salvation joyfully and collectively.  
 

God as Saviour 
 

,VDLDK�KDG�SURSKHVLHG�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�6DYLRXU�LQ�FKDSWHU��������´$QG�Lt will be for 
a sign for a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to 
the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a Mighty 
2QH��DQG�+H�ZLOO�GHOLYHU�WKHP�µ 
 
The Israelites living in the land of Egypt were subject to the Pharaoh, figuratively, 
Egypt could be taken as the whole world, and Israelites could refer to the nation 
as a whole and the Church as well. The gentile kings and kingdoms being in 
opposition to their ways systematically oppressed and led them into cruel slavery 
and bondage. Here in this desperate situation needed the savior who could 
destroy their oppressor hence, they would have to cry unto the Lord to send the 
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Messiah the Mighty One who could save and deliver them. The deliverance was 
not something sought after in immediate context but it was futuristically 
envisioned in the permanent Messiah, the Savior of the whole world, the Christ 
himself who did, in reality, fulfill the promise of salvation and paved the way into 
the kingdom of God and His millennial kingdom.  
 
,VD�������´)RU�,�DP�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG��7KH�+RO\�2QH�RI�,VUDHO��\RXU�6DYLRU��,�JDYH�
(J\SW� IRU� \RXU� UDQVRP�� (WKLRSLD� DQG� 6HED� LQ� \RXU� SODFHµ�� ,VUDHO� DV� D� FKRVHQ�
nation is precious in His sight. God designed them to be peculiar and special 
people. God entered into a relationship with Israel with covenant promises. To 
fulfill the purposes written in promises and to prove His faithfulness, He is even 
ready to ransom the nations like Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seba, but save the chosen 
nation. God would sacrifice everything He had to save His beloved. Nothing could 
stand before the covenant relationship between God and His chosen nation. It is 
an unbreakable bond of love that guarantees the absolute safety of His beloved. 
His highest and grandest mission of salvation was exemplified in Christ. This is 
the true mark of the true savior.  
 
-HU��������DVVXUHV�RI�WKH�6DYLRXU��´WKH�+RSH�RI�,VUDHO��KLV�6DYLRU�LQ�WLPH�RI�WURXEOH��

Why should You be like a stranger in the land, And like a traveler who turns aside 
WR� WDUU\� IRU�D�QLJKW"µ�7KLV� YHUVH�HQWDLOV� WKDW�*RG�KDV�SURYLGHG� WKH�VXUH�KRSH�RI�
saving in the time of trouble, therefore, no one should live without it like a 
stranger or traveler who has no identity and knows not the way where they go 
UHVSHFWLYHO\��$JDLQ�+RV�������JXDUDQWHHG�WKXV��´<HW�,�DP�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�(YHU�
since the land of Egypt, And you shall know no God but Me; For there is no savior 
EHVLGHV�0Hµ��*RG�DVVXUHV�E\�WKLV�YHUVH�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�EHginning of time He alone 
LV�*RG�WKH�VDYLRU�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�EHVLGHV�+LP��/XNH�������´$QG�P\�VSLULW�KDV�

UHMRLFHG�LQ�*RG�P\�6DYLRUµ��0DU\�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�ULJKWO\�WHVWLILHG�RI�
*RG� DV�KHU� VDYLRU�� /XNH� ������ ´)RU� WKHUH� LV� ERUQ� WR� \RX� WKLV� GD\� LQ� Whe city of 
'DYLG�D�6DYLRU��ZKR�LV�&KULVW�WKH�/RUGµ��,Q�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�DOO�WKH�JLYHQ�SURSKHVLHV�RI�
the coming Messiah this is the climactic event, the climax itself in the whole 
history of mankind witnessing that the savior, Christ the Lord was born in the 
FLW\� RI� 'DYLG�� -RKQ� ������ ´7KHQ� WKH\� VDLG� WR� WKH� ZRPDQ�� �1RZ� ZH� EHOLHYH�� QRW�
because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this 

is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." The Messiah that was to come in the 
world was Jesus Christ, this fact was confirmed and confessed by the Samaritan 
woman and the people. Acts 13:23-���� ´)URP� WKLV�PDQ
V� VHHG��DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
promise, God raised for Israel a Savior- Jesus-µ� )XUWKHU� WKH� VWDNHV� RI� ,VUDHO·V�
savior are confirmed and revealed by apostle Paul. 
 
7LWXV� ����� ´7R� 7LWXV�� D� WUXH� VRQ� LQ� RXU� FRPPRQ� IDLWK��*UDFH��PHUF\�� DQG�SHDFH�
IURP� *RG� WKH� )DWKHU� DQG� WKH� /RUG� -HVXV� &KULVW� RXU� 6DYLRUµ�� 7LWXV� ����-14, 
´ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�EOHVVHG�KRSH�DQG�JORULRXV�DSSHDULQJ�RI�RXU�JUHDW�*RG�DQG�6DYLRU�
Jesus &KULVW�µ� -HVXV� &KULVW� LV� WKH� VDYLRU� RI� +LV� FKXUFK�ZKR�ZLOO� FRPH� EDFN� WR�
WUDQVODWH�ZKDW�+LV� FKXUFK� LV� KRSHG� IRU�� -XGH� ���� GHFODUHG� ´7R�*RG� RXU�6DYLRU��
Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, dominion and power, Both now and 
IRUHYHU�� $PHQµ�� 7KH� YHUVH� FRQILUms to God the savior belongs all glory and 
majesty, dominion and power from now to forever. 
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God of Salvation Illustrated by: 

 
Horn 

 

&RQVLGHU� 3V� ������ ´7KH� /RUG� LV�P\� URFN� DQG�P\� IRUWUHVV� DQG�P\� GHOLYHUHU��0\�
God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, 
P\�VWURQJKROGµ��7KH� LPDJH�RI� WKH�KRUQ�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG� IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�E\�*RG�DQG�
represents that, animals have horns with which they play defense. The horn 
contained the strength which is used to protect and defend in danger. The idea 
implied that God was to the psalmist what the horn is to animals, the means of 
his defense. The image is recurrent elsewhere and is comparable in Ps 22:21; 
75:4-��� ���� ������� �������� �������� /XNH� ������ ´$QG� KDV� UDLVHG� XS� D� KRUQ� RI�
salvation for us LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�+LV�VHUYDQW�'DYLG�µ�+HUH��WKH�KRUQ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�
referred to Jesus Christ who was born in the house of David (Luke 2.11). Because 
´6DOYDWLRQ�LV�RI�WKH�-HZVµ��-RKQ��������$QG�´6DOYDWLRQ�LV�RI�WKH�/RUGµ��-RQDK������ 
 
Tower 

 
2 Sam 22.51, VD\V��´+H�LV�WKH�WRZHU�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WR�+LV�NLQJ��$QG�VKRZV�PHUF\�WR�

+LV�DQRLQWHG��7R�'DYLG�DQG�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�IRUHYHUPRUHµ��7KH�¶WRZHU�RI�VDOYDWLRQ·�
is a term figuratively used for Yahweh. In Yahweh is the salvation and safety who 
always shows mercy to His anointed, to David, and his children, and those who 
comprise his kingdom. David considered the name of the Lord a strong tower (Ps 
��������,Q�3VDOP�������KH�FDOOV�*RG�D�¶KLJK�WRZHU·�SRVVLEO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�HQHP\�ZLOO�
be unable to reach there (Ps 61.3). 
 

Helmet 

 
,VD�������GHVFULEHG��´)RU�+H�SXW�RQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DV�D�EUHDVWSODWH�$QG�D�KHOPHW�
of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, And 
ZDV�FODG�ZLWK� ]HDO�DV�D�FORDNµ��$�KHOPHW� LV�D� FDS�XVHG� IRU� WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�
head in the battle against the attack of the enemy (1 Sam 17.5, 38; Ezek. 27.10). 
Psalms 60.7; 108.8 referred to Ephraim as the helmet for God. In the New 
Testament, the Greek equivalent is used (Eph 6.17, 1 Thess. 5.8). Eph 6.17-18, 

´$QG�WDNH�WKH�KHOPHW�RI�VDOYDtion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
RI�*RG�µ�,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�KHOPHW�LV�D�ZHDSRQ�RI�VSLULWXDO�ZDUIDUH�XVHG�
for defense against the kingdom of Satan and spiritual wicked forces of darkness.    
 
Shield 

 
�� 6DP� ������� ´<RX� KDYH� DOVR� Jiven me the shield of Your salvation; Your 
JHQWOHQHVV�KDV�PDGH�PH�JUHDWµ�LV�DOVR�GHVFULEHG�LQ�3VDOP��������)XUWKHU��3VDOP�
18.2 also mentions the shield of salvation. The shield of Your salvation has been 
made available to the believer in Christ; now therefore any unsaved fear is easily 
overcome with the saving faith in Christ. 
 

Lamp 
 
,VD�������´)RU�=LRQ
V�VDNH�,�ZLOO�QRW�KROG�0\�SHDFH��$QG�IRU�-HUXVDOHP
V�VDNH�,�ZLOO�
not rest, Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, And her salvation as a 
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lamp thaW�EXUQVµ��7KH�VDOYDWLRQ�KHUH�LV�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�ODPS�WKDW�EXUQV��2U�LW�PD\�
be taken for light. Salvation is the light, he who gets the gift of salvation finds the 
light of life (John 8.12; Ps 18.28; 119.10).  
 
Cup 

 
3V��������� ´,�ZLOO� WDNH�XS� WKH� FXS� RI� VDOYDtion, And call upon the name of the 
/25'�µ� 7KH� SVDOPLVW� DVVXUHV� RI� OLIWLQJ� KLJK� XS� WKH� FXS� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� LQ�
thanksgiving and drinking for a manifold and abundant salvation experience. 
 
Clothing 

 

Bible makes specific references to the clothing of salvation. In 2 Chron 6:41 a 
UHTXHVW�LV�PDGH��´«/HW�<RXU�SULHVWV��2�/RUG�*RG��EH�FORWKHG�ZLWK�VDOYDWLRQ��$QG�
OHW�<RXU�VDLQWV�UHMRLFH�LQ�JRRGQHVVµ��,Q�3V��������DVVXUDQFH�LV�JLYHQ��´,�ZLOO�DOVR�
clothe her priests with salvation, And her saints shall shout aloud for jo\µ��7KH�
Hebrew verbs metaphorically depict endowment with power or quality such as 
righteousness (Job 29:14; Ps 132:9), glory and splendor (Job 40:10), and 
salvation (2 Chron 6:41; Ps 132:16; Isa 61:10). Psalm 149:4 confirms that God 

takes pleasure in His SHRSOH�DQG�´+H�ZLOO�EHDXWLI\�WKH�KXPEOH�ZLWK�VDOYDWLRQµ��,W�LV�
spoken of the humble that they would be beautified with salvation. The humble 
could become beautiful with salvation. 
 
0RUH� SUHFLVHO\� ,VD� ������SURSKHVLHG�� ´,�ZLOO� JUHDWO\� UHMRLFH� LQ� WKH� /RUG��0y soul 
shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself 
ZLWK� RUQDPHQWV�� $QG� DV� D� EULGH� DGRUQV�KHUVHOI�ZLWK�KHU� MHZHOVµ�� 7KHUH� DUH� WZR�

types of garments, one is inner and the other outer. In the verse, both garments 
DUH�SURYLGHG�� ,QQHU�JDUPHQW� WR� FRYHU� WKH�VLQ·V�QDNHGQHVV�DQG�RXWHU� WKH� UREH�RI�
righteousness which is the righteousness of God through Christ where no one 
could blame. 
 

Wells 
 

Well, the image has an extraordinary significance, Isaiah wrote in chapter 12:3, 
´7KHUHIRUH�ZLWK�MR\�\RX�ZLOO�GUDZ�ZDWHU�)URP�WKH�ZHOOV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�µ�,W�LV�HYLGHQW�
here that salvation refers to a drink of the living water offered by Christ as the gift 
of God (John 4:10). The term well is used in several passages that indicate the 
VSULQJ� WKDW� SURGXFHG� ´OLYLQJ� ZDWHUµ� �*HQ� ����������� �L�H��� IORZLQJ� ZDWHU�� 6RQJ�
4:15). 
 

Walls and bulwarks 

 
,VDLDK� FKDSWHU� ����� JLYHV� DQ� REYLRXV� LPDJH�� ´:H� KDYH� D� VWURQJ� FLW\�� *RG� ZLOO�
appoLQW� VDOYDWLRQ� IRU� ZDOOV� DQG� EXOZDUNVµ�� ,W� LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� KHDYHQO\�
Jerusalem city with a great and high wall (Rev 21:12) Bulwarks were erected at 
certain distances along the walls, usually at the corners, and upon them were 
placed the military engines from which the defensive fire was shot at enemies in 
DOO� GLUHFWLRQV� �3V� �������� ,VD� ������PDNHV� D� SURSKHWLF� FODLP�� ´9LROHQFH� VKDOO� QR�
longer be heard in your land, Neither wasting nor destruction within your 
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borders; But you shall call your walls Salvation��$QG�\RXU�JDWHV�3UDLVHµ��6DOYDWLRQ�
is received by every man like a wall. It is a wall of fire to the adversary on one 
side, and on the other side, the one who is within the wall, it is shelter.   
 

Chariots 
 
Here Hab. 3:8 mentions the chariots of salvation VD\LQJ�� ´2� /RUG�� ZHUH� <RX�
displeased with the rivers, Was Your anger against the rivers, Was Your wrath 
DJDLQVW�WKH�VHD��7KDW�<RX�URGH�RQ�<RXU�KRUVHV��<RXU�FKDULRWV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ"µ�7KH�
SRHWLF�LPDJHU\�GHVFULEHV�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV·�MRXUQH\�WKURXJK�WKH�GHVHUW�DQG wilderness 
to the Promised Land and their inheritance. When the Israelites crossed through 
the parted Red Sea on a dry road, the enemies in pursuit of them headed their 
way through but soon their chariots sank into the mud, and riders were drowned. 
The enemy who trusted and boasted of the chariots and horses could not protect 
WKHP��3V��������%XW�*RG·V�FKDULRWV�ZHUH�FKDULRWV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WKDW�VDYHG�,VUDHOLWHV�
WKURXJK�WKH�5HG�6HD��'DYLG�DGGHG�WKDW� WKH�´FKDULRWV�RI�*RGµ�DUH�+LV�DQJHOV� �3V�
68.17, 46.7,11; 2 Kings 2.11; 6.17; Dan 7.10; Matt 26.53).   
 
A victory 

 
1 &RU�������� ´%XW� WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��ZKR�JLYHV�XV�WKH�YLFWRU\� WKURXJK�RXU�/RUG�
-HVXV�&KULVWµ��6DOYDWLRQ�LV�D�YLFWRU\�RYHU�VLQ��GHDWK��DQG�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�GDUNQHVV�
of the devil which is brought by Lord Jesus Christ. God ascending on high can 
mean victory (Ps 47.5). 
 
Conclusion 

 
The paper has analyzed a view of the select divine imagery. Its wider and broader 
implications have been considered. Divine imagery contextualized different 
aspects of human life wherH� *RG·V� FRQFHUQ� DERXW� SURWHFWLRQ�� VDIHW\�� GHIHQVH��
pastoral care, kingdom, and eternity have been revealed. The analysis accounted 
for the formation of the proper sense of the concept of divine imagery. The 
structure of imagery could be organized on the scale of the divine, and the human 
world. From these worlds, the established relationship between the divine, and 

human is investigated and outcomes explained. In totality, the imagery of God 
and Christ represented by varieties of thought patterns that evolved across the 
period of time have been explained.          
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